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MINUTES 
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
October 5, 2009 

 
 
7:00 Regular Meeting 
 
A regular meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Henderson in 
the City Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue. 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present: Mayor Henderson, Les Cochran, Lee Nelson, Mark Heleker, Jeff Williams, Ivan 

Mussell, Georgia Hanigan  
Members Absent: None.  
 
Also Present: Jeff Sands, Fire Chief; Mary Cordova, City Coordinator/Clerk; Tiffany Howell, 

Utility Clerk; Dave Platt, Police Captain; Jamie Couch, Street Supervisor; Brandi 
Mack; Independent Enterprise; Lois Silva, Ordinance Officer; Chad Atnip 

 
PLEDGE 
 
Mayor Henderson led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Heleker moved and Mussell seconded a motion to approve 
the meeting minutes of 09/21/2009. 
 

              After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion  
             CARRIED. 

 
APPROVAL OF BILLS & PAYROLL 
 

A motion was made by Williams and seconded by Cochran to      
approve the City Bills & Payroll in the amount of $530,007.68. 

 
             At the roll call: 
             Ayes: Nelson, Cochran, Heleker, Williams, Mussell 
             Nays: 
 
            The motion CARRIED. 
SPECIAL ORDERS 
 
Lois Silva was introduced as the new Ordinance Officer.  
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
None Heard. 
 
PLANNING & ZONING 
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No comments heard. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
None Heard. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

A.  Agreement for Fire Danger Rating Sign Acquisition and Maintenance-  
 

Chief Sands stated that these are like the fire ranger signs that you see at campgrounds. His goal is 
to put on the fire station and putting one out towards Highway 52 to cover the Willow Creek area. 
Chief Sands stated that part of the agreement is that we change the fire danger rating from moderate 
to high to extreme from May 10th to October 20th. The offset is that from October 21st through May 9th 
we can put whatever we want relating to fire safety.  
 
Councilor Hanigan asked if we were talking about two signs. Chief Sands stated that yes that is what 
he has put in for, and we hope we get both of them. They have been in high demand. Councilor 
Hanigan asked what other type of maintenance we are talking about. Chief Sands stated that we will 
probably have to rattle can it once in a while.  
 

Hanigan moved and Heleker seconded a motion that we 
approve the Fire Danger Rating Sign Acquisition and 
Maintenance. 
 

              After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion  
             CARRIED. 
 
B. Resolution 2009-09 – A resolution Declaring Surplus Property/Equipment 
 
Mayor Henderson stated that there is a list of surplus property in the packet and we do this 
every year.  
 
Councilor Williams stated that at one time the Police Department was collecting old cell 
phones to give to the elderly, and I see a bunch on the list are you still doing that program. 
Chief Clark stated that he is not sure what these cell phones are and that he will take a look 
at them. He also stated that he is still doing the program and that the phones are 
programmed to only call 911 for emergency purposes.  
 

Heleker moved and Mussell seconded a motion to approve 
Resolution 2009-09.  
 

              After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion  
             CARRIED. 

 
C.  Special Event Permit – VFW Chili/Potato Feed 
 
Mayor Henderson stated they are asking for the fees to be waived. Councilor Hanigan stated 
that she sees that they are asking for the insurance to be waived. How does that affect us? 
Clerk Cordova stated that we are always covered, and we will have them sign a release of 
liability form.  

A motion was made by Mussell and seconded by 
Heleker to approve the Special Event Permit 
Application by the VFW and to waive the fees and 
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insurance as long as we get a signed agreement to 
hold the City Harmless.  
 
After an affirmative voice vote, the motion 
CARRIED. 
 

D. Mayor’s Update on Status of City Grant Applications 
 
Mayor Henderson stated that he is proud to announce that the Payette City and Rural Fire 
Department was awarded $1,979,891 grant; which is funded by the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act Assisted Fire Fighters Fire Station Construction Act to construct a new fire 
station. First I would like to thank Clerk Cordova and Chief Sands for their many, many hours 
of dedication. I would like to thank all the local citizens that have sent letters of support. I 
would also like to thank all the State, local, and federal officials that have sent letters of 
support including Senator James Rische, Congressman Walt Minick, and Senator Mike 
Crapo. The new fire station is to be constructed on our property at 7th Avenue North and 
Highway 95. 
 
Chief Sands stated that it took a lot of hours. The money did come through the re-investment 
act and down the line to the stations tab. There was one other grant awarded in Idaho and 
they received $56,000. They do have $20 million setbacks for contingencies, over-rides and 
so on. We were one of over 96 applications to be picked. I would guess 12- 36 months before 
the station is completed. Mary and I will be meeting every morning at 8:15am to go over all 
the requirements they have. Chief Sands stated that the administration support was 
extremely helpful on this and kudos to Mary for her hard work.  
 
Chief Sands stated that the day they lost the bond election was his worst day ever. The total 
construction grant was $2,429,891. The Federal share was $1,979,891 and the applicant 
share was $410,000. We have $310,100 to commit to it in the budget this year, and the Rural 
will contribute $140,000. The grant is for both the Rural and the City, so both entities own that 
building. We will build an energy efficient building.  
 

A motion was made by Heleker and seconded by 
Cochran to accept this grant for the construction of 
the new fire station and begin the process of 
building a new fire station.  
 
After an affirmative voice vote, the motion 
CARRIED. 
  
 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
A. Engineering Status Report 
B. Payette Police Department Monthly Statistics 
C. Payette Fire Department Monthly Report 

 
CITIZENS COMMENTS  

None Heard.  
 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
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• City Hall will be closed Monday October 12th in observance of Columbus Day.  
• Next regular meeting will be October 19th.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

    
A motion was made by Heleker and seconded          
by Nelson to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 PM. 
 
The motion CARRIED. 

 
     Signed this_____day of__________________, 2009. 
 
 

____________________________________ 
      DOUGLAS E. HENDERSON, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Mary Cordova, City Clerk 


