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MINUTES 
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
January 20, 2009 

 

7:00 Regular Meeting 
 
A regular meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Henderson in 
the City Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue. 

 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present: Mayor Henderson, Ivan Mussell, Jeff Williams, Lee Nelson, Les Cochran, Mark 

Heleker; Georgia Hanigan 
 
Members Absent:  
 
Also Present: Police Chief Mark Clark; City Engineer Doug Argo; Mary Cordova, City 

Coordinator/Clerk; Tiffany Howell, Utility Clerk; Attorney Bert Osborn 
 
PLEDGE 
 
Mayor Henderson led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

Heleker moved and Hanigan seconded a motion to amend 
the agenda to include Resolution 09-01 as item D in new 
business. 

 
              After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion  
             CARRIED. 

 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Heleker moved and Mussell seconded a motion to approve 
the meeting minutes of 01/05/09 as written with a minor 
change noted. 

 
              After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion  
             CARRIED. 
 
 

 
APPROVAL OF BILLS & PAYROLL 
 

A motion was made by Hanigan and seconded by Cochran to      
approve the City Bills & Payroll in the amount of $190,399.28. 

 
             At the roll call: 
             Ayes: Nelson, Mussell, Williams, Cochran, Heleker 
             Nays: 
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            The motion CARRIED. 
 

SPECIAL ORDERS 
 

A. Oath of Office to New Police Officer – Brad Coen 
 
Chief Clark introduced Brad Coen to the Council as the newest member of the Payette 
Police department. Mayor Henderson administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Coen. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
None Heard. 

 
PLANNING & ZONING 
A. 11/20/08 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 None Heard. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
A. Notice of Tort Claim 

- John Hollis 
 

Heleker moved and Mussell seconded a motion to deny the 
Tort Claim from John Hollis and send it to the City insurance 
company. 

 
              After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion  
             CARRIED. 

 
B. Renegotiation of the Area of City Impact 

 
Mayor Henderson stated that over the past few months we have discussed 
increasing the City’s impact area, and we had come to a general agreement on what 
area we would like to propose. Mayor Henderson stated that to start this process we 
need a motion from the Council to refer that area to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission for their consideration at their earliest convenience.  

 
Mussell moved and Heleker seconded a motion to refer the 
renegotiation of the area of City impact to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission.  
 

              After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion  
             CARRIED. 

 
 

C. Approval of Utility Bill Insert Policy 
 
Councilor Williams asked if someone wanted to put in a blurb on the bottom of the 
water bills. Clerk Cordova stated no, we don’t want to give anyone else liberty as to 
what goes on the bottom of the bills. Councilor Williams stated if it was a community 
event do we solicit or encourage them. Clerk Cordova stated no, we don’t solicit. 
Clerk Cordova stated normally we have enough stuff going on within the City that fills 
that portion. Councilor Cochran asked Clerk Cordova if a corporation was to sponsor 
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a City wide event that did not profit, would they be allowed to use the service. Clerk 
Cordova stated no. Councilor Cochran asked Clerk Cordova how many envelopes 
does the City stuff and mail out. Clerk Cordova stated that the City does not stuff the 
envelopes we send them to BDS. Utility Clerk Tiffany Howell stated that on an 
average we send out 2,668 water bills. Councilor Cochran asked who the cities 
printing service is. Clerk Cordova stated it is BDS Document Printing. Councilor 
Heleker asked Clerk Cordova if anything that goes with the bill is a separate insert 
and would all be treated the same. Clerk Cordova stated yes that is correct.  

 
Hanigan moved and Heleker seconded a motion to approve 
the utility billing insert policy as written.  
 

              After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion  
             CARRIED. 

 
D. Resolution 09-01 

- Authorizing the City Treasurer to pay certain vendors prior to Council 
Approval 

 
Councilor Williams asked if this has to be done annually, or is there a way to stream 
line this process. Mayor Henderson stated yes, we could stream line this, but he 
thinks it is good for the Council to see what businesses are on the list.  
 

Heleker moved and Nelson seconded a motion to approve 
Resolution 09-01. 
 

              After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion  
             CARRIED. 
 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
A. Payette Fire Department Year End Report (separate document) 

 
Councilor Williams stated that we have a couple of City employees that have a 

high response time. Councilor Williams asked what the City’s policy is on employees 
who are working and are paged for a fire. Chief Sands stated that is under the 
employees’ discretion to show up. Obviously if they are in the middle of a project we 
cannot get them. Mayor Henderson stated that the Mayor’s attitude in talking with the 
department heads has been that we encourage them to go, unless there is a safety 
issue. Chief Sands stated this report shows all calls day and night. Chief Sands 
stated the way you should look at this is who are the main players of the Fire 
Department? Chief Sands stated that I look more of a consistency, and who is going 
to go through the department and move up. Councilor Williams stated that he was 
merely thinking about the citizens’ dollar and where it is spent. Councilor Williams 
stated that if they are working for the City and there is a fire call do they know at the 
time there is a call if it’s in the City limits or not. Chief Sands stated yes. Councilor 
Williams asked if a City employee is working and they are going to a rural call is that 
fair to the City tax payers. Mayor Henderson stated that the way administration has 
looked at this, is that we expect all the employers of the volunteer fire fighters to not 
hold them back if there is fire. Councilor Williams asked if that is fair to the tax payers 
of the City. Chief Sands stated that he believes it is. Chief Sands stated that the 
average response time for a fire is 3 minutes and 45 seconds, and if you want to 
have it go to eight minutes, tell them they cannot come. Chief Sands stated that 
instead of burning a building at a $50,000, it will burn down, because that is what 
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response time does. Chief Sands stated that I guarantee you that the 3 minute 45 
second on an average run in the City of Payette is nothing short of outstanding. Chief 
Sands stated personally I do not think the employees abuse it. Councilor Williams 
stated he did not think so either. Chief Sands stated that the fire department is at a 
point where we need to buy a new pump for the extrication equipment, and it’s going 
to cost around $6,000-$7,000 and we don’t have anything budgeted for it. Chief 
Sands stated that the Rural Fire Department is going to pick that up. Chief Sands 
stated that the rural owns the extrication equipment, and they allow it to be used 
24/7, 365 days a year, and have for the past 14 years.  
 Councilor Nelson asked what the points by individual are for. Chief Sands stated 
that the computer breaks down the actual time on a fire scene and gives that 
firefighter a point. Basically it’s just part of the computer program; he does not do 
anything with that. Councilor Mussell asked what the difference is between 
engineers, battalion chief, is it school or experience. Chief Sands stated yes, you 
start out as a “black helmet” then move up from there by time and schooling.  
 

B. Payette Police Department – December Monthly Statistics 
None Heard. 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS  
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
 

 We are currently gathering information to add to an economic portion of our website. 
 Mayor Henderson will be at the Association of Idaho Cities Board meeting on January 

28th. On January 29th he and other Council Member’s will be at the Cities Official Day 
at the Capitol. 

 The City has submitted a letter to LHAC asking that the 7th Ave No. package be 
included in any federal stimulus legislation. The City also asked in the letter that the 
bridge that crosses the Payette River on Highway 95 should be included in any 
stimulus package. 

 February 17th we expect to hold a public hearing on source water study.  
 Next City Council meeting will be Monday, February 2, 2009 at 7pm. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

    
      A motion was made by Heleker and seconded Williams 
      by to adjourn. 
 

After a unanimous voice vote, the motion CARRIED, and 
the Council adjourned at 7:41 PM. 

 
     Signed this ______day of ____________, 2009. 
 
 

____________________________________ 
      DOUGLAS E. HENDERSON, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Mary Cordova, City Clerk 


