
5:30 PM - Work Session 

MINUTES 
PAYETTE CITY COUNCIL 

Work Session, Public Hearing & Regular Meeting 
November 21, 2011 

A. Design Review Guidelines 

Mayor Williams opened up this general discussion. The City Council was e-mailed 3 different design review 
guidelines from various towns. Planning & Zoning has asked what the City Council would like to see done. 
Councilor Mussell stated that McCall's is very cumbersome and it can be difficult to get permits, there is a lot 
of red tape and it might limit growth. Councilor Heleker stated he doesn't want to place too many restrictions 
and feels that people will govern themselves. The Mayor asked the Council if there was anything in 
Jerome's that might be beneficial to us and is there anything we can't accomplish in the development 
meeting. Doug Argo stated that we don't have a lot of restrictions on shape or color of buildings in our 
current code. We don't want to create something that is obtrusive. The Council likes the idea of a guideline 
check off list for what is in our current code. Directed staff to create a check off list. 

B. Year to date income versus expense for our building department 
The Council was handed a spreadsheet of completed permits from January 2011 to October 2011 that 
showed price of permit and amount the building inspector has billed for those permits. Mayor Williams stated 
that the City of Fruitland has contracted with the City of Ontario and Payette County to supply building 
inspectors for them. Half of the permit goes to the City of Fruitland and the other half of the permit goes to 
who they have contracted with. Discussion followed that it looks like overall our system is working. 

C. Idaho Power Franchise Fee 
Mary Cordova addressed the Council. She stated that we are looking for direction if this is something we 
want to pursue. Other cities do this and it would be on the customer's Idaho Power bill. The Council asked if 
we had any idea what this would generate, Ms. Cordova stated no. The Council directed that we get figures 
and revisit at a later date. 

D. Discussion of Rae Property Subdivision 
Mayor Williams recused himself from this discussion due to a conflict of interest. Doug Argo addressed the 
Council. He would like to move forward with the subdivision for the Rae property. It would be divided into 3 
different parcels. Subdivision requirements requires curb, gutter, sidewalk, drainage and design work. He is 
coming for direction at this point. Bert Osborn stated that the City has no obligation to do improvements, Mr. 
Rae is trying to donate land for the water line we are just acquiring the property and the City should not be 
responsible for the development. Doug Argo stated that he would like the Council to waive requirements 
officially. 

Mary Cordova stated that it is on the agenda for consideration. We need to do a subdivision for property we 
need to own and the other requirements we are asking for a waiver. The cost of doing the subdivision is in 
exchange for the donated property. She will be talking to Planning & Zoning about a short plat application 
where you do not need to do improvements. 

E. Mayor Informational Points 

Mayor Williams gave an update on the Goodman property. He stated that they have been brainstorming 
for over a year. The City has applied to DEQ for Phase I for an Environmental Assessment. They 
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usually don't do this but might in this case. If it is not contaminated someone might be interested in 
purchasing. If it is contaminated then we would have to do Phase II. 

He also told the Council that Valley Family Health had no funding during construction to install curb, 
gutter and sidewalks when addition was built. The Council waived and was hoping we could get funding 
later, but other projects have prevented that. Valley Family Health is responsible for the improvements 

The Work Session ended at 5:59 PM. 

6:00 PM - Public Hearing: Idaho Department of Parks & Recreations Waterway Improvement Fund 
Grant project for improving boat ramp at Centennial Park 

Mary Cordova addressed the Council. She stated that we are going to apply for a grant to improve the boat 
ramp at Centennial Park through the Department of Parks & Recreations. Our current ramp is in disrepair 
and unsafe. There is a lot of usage with hunting, boating and rafting. It has been endorsed by the 
Department of Parks & Recreation and Doug Argo is working on a concept design to submit. 

Chris Rambough, 1760 Star Lane, Meridian, President of Payette River Bass Masters & State youth director 
addressed the Council. He is in support of this grant, on behalf of both organizations. This waterway is an 
extremely great opportunity for folks to come and enjoy the wildlife as well as hunting, fishing and boating. By 
improving this ramp local people would use it more. It's in such disarray. The biggest concern is access. It 
is tight and difficult to maneuver a boat and it needs to be widened. 

Mark Clark, Chief of Police, addressed the Council. He stated his main concern was public safety. This is 
the only boat ramp in Payette County. We utilize this river for rescues and body recoveries. It is very difficult 
to launch a boat at this ramp. The concrete is corroded underneath and is very dangerous. He has seen an 
increase in traffic with rafters also using this ramp. On behalf of public safety this definitely is needed and it 
needs to be safe. 

Steve Castenada, Fire Chief, addressed the Council. He stated that the swift water rescue team practices a 
lot from the ramp and there are numerous boulders creating a hazard. The Sheriff Department launches 
their jet skis and boats from there for river rescues. He has used this ramp for 12 years and it is getting 
worse every year. The ramp itself drops off to the side and is all tore up. If there is traffic, there is no place 
to have multiple boats. 

Alan Massey, 1920 3rd Avenue South, addressed the Council. He stated that the one thing that drew him to 
Payette was the outdoor life. He bought a little boat and he has to go elsewhere due to it not being safe. 
The ramp is very much in need of repair. It is steep and backing a boat is a challenge. 

Mayor Williams asked about the cross current issue and Doug Argo stated that part of the concept is working 
on the steepness, break water and dock beside the ramp to tie up several boats. Council Heleker asked 
about the annual maintenance plan and Mr. Argo stated that would depend on what we put in. 

Chris Rambough addressed the Council again. He wanted to comment on the maintenance. There is 
extensive maintenance now that has been neglected and not taken care of, a new ramp would probably find 
reduced maintenance in the future. 

Craig Jensen, 316 15th Avenue North, addressed the Council. He stated that he is on the Idaho Oregon 
Water trails group and this ramp is a great stop for boaters and rafters. He is in support of repairing and 
improving the ramp and docks. There is a lot of portals along the river and he is a big supporter of this. 
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Mayor Williams stated that he had a concern of not getting revenue passed through from the boat user fees 
in Payette County. The Waterways Commission is the county commissioners. He was told that the County 
has helped purchase the gangways recently. Steve Castenada stated that they have also purchased the 
swift water gear and rescue gear for the department. Payette County has purchased jet skies and a boat 
with the fees. 

Also entered into record were the following letters: 
Payette Police Department 
Ducks Unlimited 
Payette River Bassmasters 
American N.W. Outdoors, LLC 
Idaho BASS Federation Nation 

6:30 PM - Public Hearing: Variance request by Raymond & Betty Wiley, to allow for 2 residential 
dwellings on one lot at 331 Yo River Street, Tioga Plat, Block 28. The property is zoned Industrial. 

Raymond Wiley, 331 Y, River Street, addressed the Council. He had a house fire due to the back of a fan 
shorting out. There was a lot of smoke damage, but not a lot of fire damage. The structure if fine and he will 
be bringing the home to current building codes. The house was built in 1975. He is not adding anymore 
room. When he was annexed having 2 houses on one lot was grandfathered. Current city codes allow for 1 
house on 1 lot. Planning & Zoning's only concern was to be able to get fire equipment in to the back house. 
Council asked about the 2 residences on 1 lot, and Mr. Wiley stated that one is by the street and then one 
behind that house and both are occupied. They live in one and their kids live in the other one. The footprint 
would remain the same. He has some roof repairs to do that are not due to the fire. He will be placing 
sheetrock, insulation and flooring and it does need to be brought up to current building codes. 

Councilor Heleker asked the Fire Chief about access and was told that the biggest problem was with 
sprinklers in the front and if they can correct that it would be a straight shot in. 

Mary Cordova, addressed the Council. She stated that this is a non-conforming use per City code. Damage 
by fire was more than 60% of the value of the home. When annexed we allowed until that use no longer 
existed. Planning & Zoning did not want to see the footprint changed and that all codes were met. 
Discussion followed about the how the value was figured. 

No one else addressed the Council. 

The public hearing ended at 6:53 PM. 

7:00 PM - Regular Meeting 

A regular meeting of the Payette City Council was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Williams in the City 
Council Chambers of Payette City Hall, 700 Center Avenue. 

ROLLCALL 
Members Present: 
Members Absent: 
Staff Present: 

PLEDGE 

Mayor Jeff Williams, Georgia Hanigan, Mark Heleker, Lee Nelson & Ivan Mussell. 
Les Cochran & Kathy Dodson 
Mary Cordova, City Coordinator; Bert Osborn, City Attorney, Mark Clark, Chief of Police; 
Dave Platt, Police Captain; Doug Argo, City Engineer; Randy Schwartz, WWTP 
Supervisor; Steve Castenada, Interim Fire Chief; Bobbie Black, Deputy City Clerk 
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Captain Platt led the pledge of allegiance. 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 

A motion was made by Mussell and seconded by Hanigan to amend 
the agenda to add variance request by Raymond & Betty Wiley to 
allow 2 residential dwellings on one lot at 331 % River Street. 

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion 
CARRIED. 

Craig Jensen commented on the Raymond Wiley variance request. He stated the repairs that we are 
evaluating on are replacements costs and the value replacement cost for repair/replacement should be what 
the cost of the house is, it is not apples to apples that is where we should come up with our percentage. 

Mark Heleker introduced the Youth Advisory Council. They have been working on a mentoring program at 
the Westside School with the younger students. They have about 20 students writing notes back to each 
other. A letter from one of the students was read. They also will be volunteering at a food bank on 
December 2nd and will start a program to gather fabric to make dresses for Africa women. They will be 
visiting nursing homes also. Stated that 2 murals are on the Bancroft Park wall and are seeking sponsorship 
from businesses for more. Mayor Williams stated that if anyone would like to be a part of one of the City's 
committees, please let him know. Mark Heleker informed everyone that Channel 7 will be here Monday to 
interview Tess Warszyn for her academic accomplishments. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

APPROVAL OF BILLS & PAYROLL 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

A motion was made by Heleker and seconded by Hanigan to 
approve the minutes of November 7,2011, & November 14, 2011, 
as written 

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion 
CARRIED. 

A motion was made by Mussell and seconded by Hanigan to 
approve the City Bills & Payroll in the amount of $344,029.15. 

At the roll call: 
Ayes: Hanigan, Heleker, Nelson, and Mussell, 
Nays: 
The motion CARRIED. 

A. Introduction of new Firefighter: Gina Page: Chief Castenada introduced Gina Page to the Council. She 
has attend the required drill and has been voted on by the group. She was a great help during Safety 
Week and will be a great asset to the department. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

A motion was made by Heleker and seconded by Nelson to approve 
Gina Page as a new member of the Fire Department. 

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion 
CARRIED. 

A. Echelon Group donation to Meals on Wheels 
B. Payette Fire Department Grand Opening 

PLANNING & ZONING 
A. Meeting Minutes- October 27, 2011 

OLD BUSINESS 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Beer & Wine License for Sabroso: 

A motion was made by Heleker and seconded by Mussell to approve 
the beer & wine license for Sabroso contingent upon Planning & 
Zoning approving the conditional use permit. 

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion CARRIED 

B. Idaho Transportation Department Maintenance Agreement & Resolution 2011-09 

c. Donation Request - Albertsons 

A motion was made by Hanigan and seconded by Mussell to 
approve the Idaho Transportation Department Maintenance 
Agreement & Resolution 2011-09 as presented. 

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion CARRIED 

Councilor Mussell stated that the $49.99 is full price for a turkey dinner at Albertsons and we 
could get it a lot cheaper. It is a good thing to do. The Council discussed if we would be setting 

a precedent on this. No action taken on this item. 

D. Airport Hangars Removal Proposal: 

The Council asked Bert Osborn about this item and he stated that Mr. Griffiths has no leases, the 
Council terminated them. 

A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Heleker to approve 
the airport hangars removal proposal from Durham Gravel Works, 
Inc. for $3,050.00. 
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At the roll call: 
Ayes: Hanigan, Heleker, Nelson, and Mussell 
Nays: 
The motion CARRIED. 

E. Resolution 2011-08 - All Hazard Mitigation Plan 
Mary Cordova stated that Chief Clark has read the entire plan. This was put together by the 
disaster coordinator and complies with all the rules and regulations. It is an update to the 2005 
All Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

A motion was made by Mussell and seconded by Heleker to approve 
Resolution 2011-08 - All Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion 
CARRIED 

F. Greenway Repair Contract Award - Granite Excavation, Inc. 
The Council was informed that all bids have been reviewed and Granite Excavation was the low 
bidder and their package was complete. All their licenses are current. Mayor Williams asked 
Bert Osborn why we couldn't use the local contractor since the bids were so close and Mr. 
Osborn responded that we have to get the best deal for our taxpayers, which is why we do the 
bidding process. 

A motion was made by Heleker and seconded by Nelson to award 
Greenway Repair Contract to Granite Excavation, Inc. for 
$61,127.00. 

At the roll call: 
Ayes: Hanigan, Heleker, Nelson, and Mussell 
Nays: 

The motion CARRIED. 

G. Change Order #6 - Iowa Avenue Project 

A motion was made by Hanigan and seconded by Mussell to 
approve Change Order #6 - Iowa Avenue Project in the 
amount of $32,425.94. 

After a unanimous voice vote from the Council, the motion 
CARRIED. 

H. Payette County Board of Commissioners - Canvass of Election 

A motion was made by Mussell and seconded by Nelson to 
approve the Payette County canvas of election results. 
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After a unanimous voice vote from the Council, the motion 
CARRIED. 

I. Waiver of Subdivision Requirements - Water Line Project - Noah Rae 
Mayor Williams recused himself from this due to a conflict of interest. 

A motion was made by Hanigan and seconded by Heleker to 
approve the waiver of subdivision requirements for design 
development and construction. 

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion 
CARRIED 

J. Variance request by Raymond & Betty Wiley 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 

A motion was made by Heleker and seconded by Mussell to 
approve the variance request by Raymond & Betty Wiley to 
allow for 2 residential dwellings on one lot at 331 Y, River 
Street with stipulation that Planning & Zoning 
recommendations are followed. 

After a unanimous voice vote by the Council, the motion 
CARRIED. 

A. Treasurer's Department- October 2011 
B. Engineering Status Report- November 21, 2011 

Chief Clark gave an update for his department. He stated that Captain Platt and himself completed 
the ICS 400 training. The CAD system for their cars is up and running. They will be able to conduct 
business inside their cars soon. He has been assigned to a sub-council post academy committee to 
make sure that rules and regulations are up to date. They had 10 vehicles burglarized over the 
weekend and a big case of 4 trophy African head mounts stolen. His narcotic officer hit a deer and 
totaled the car. 

Mary Cordova stated that Chief Clark's appointment is to a state wide committee. 

Chief Castenada stated that administration is at the new station. The trucks will be moved this 
weekend. 

MAYOR'S COMMENTS 
Mayor Williams informed everyone the cross has been relit recently. A ministerial association has 
taken it over. It was stated that Ray Wickersham is also involved. He also wished everyone a Happy 
Thanksgiving. 

Page 7 of8 



CITIZEN'S COMMENTS 
Councilor Heleker stated that he has reminded student to use the crosswalk light on Highway 95. 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Heleker and seconded by Mussell to 
adjourn the regular meeting at 7:48 PM. 

Tho m~;oo CARRIED. ~ 
Signed this--2-l:.day of ~v' / _, 2011. 
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